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Abstract

This article explored the representations of negative attitudes towards
singleness in Thai novels published from 2516 to 2560 B.E. The study reveaed that
singleness is negatively presented throughout the texts and can be classified into
three main aspects. First, singleness is a shame. Singleness is associated with one’s
inability to find partners, one’s ugliness, and/or one’s homosexuality. Second,
singleness is related to misery, namely, characters who stay single suffer from their
unmarried status and such status also causes troubles to those around them. Third,
singleness contradicts to traditional social value. The research found that the selected
novels are deployed as a tool to convey the notions of patriarchy and gender through

their negative depiction of one being single.

Keywords: novels, single, Thai novels
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