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Some Traditions and Identities Reflected in Dancing Performances for

Worshipping Religious Places in Northeast Thailand : Rabam Champasi
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Abstract

There are many religious places of worship in northeast Thailand. Phra Tat Na Dun
located in mahasarakham Province is a religious place of worship of all. A relic of the Boddaha
was located at this place so people believing in worshipping the relic of Rabam Champasi in order
to reflect the prosperity of an ancient city called Champasi and the identity of dancing postures
which were composed of dancing postures from ancient sculture and folk dancing postures. This
qualitative research was conducted by a documentary study and a field study operated through a
survey, an observation, and an interview. Instrument used for collecing data were a survey form,
an observation form , and an interview form The data were drawn from the statements of 5 key
informants 15 casual informant , and 30 general informants. A descriptive analysis was used for
presenting the result of data analysis.

Research result revealed that traditions and identities reflected in dancing performances
for worshipping religious places in northeast Thailand in case of the doncing performance called
Rabam Champasi originated from the belief in the sanctity of Phra Tat Na Dun of northeast people.
Thus, dancing postures were created for worshipping the Phra Tat (a relic of the Buddha) and
these dancing postures were inspired by the prospertity of Champasi Kingdom So they mixed
with Khmer dancing art, Indian dancing art, and folk dancing art which became a unique identity
presented by means of a mixed performance.

In conclusion, religous place located in northeast Thailand are the places of worship of
northeast people. Since the belief in the sanctity of religious places, dancing performances are
performed for worshipping them and the idea of dancing posture creation is influenced by Buddhism.
The creation of dancing performance has its own customary and aesthetics in order to conserve
and promote folk culture which leads to tourism development both local and national levels later

on.

Keywords : Some Traditions , Identities , Dancing Performances
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