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Abstract

The objective of this article is to study the circumstance of development within western
Cambodia, which shares borders with Thailand. The study was conducted through the combination
of document study, field observation, and the interviews with populace. The result suggested that
the development in western Cambodia was, with foreign aid, implemented under the framework
of rectangular strategy which focused on economic development in order to reduce poverty.

The development currently progresses greatly in terms of transportation, economic and trading
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zones, industrial sector, the introduction of niche-tourism, and the initiative of dam construction.

The development, as a result, makes western Cambodia a strategically important region. The

recommendations arising from the study are the consideration about consequences of development

to increase quality of life for local people, and future problems which would derive from the

development.

Keywords: Socio-economic development, Western Cambodia, Rectangular Strategy
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