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Abstract

The objectives of this study were 1) to study the socio-economic structure of members of a group involved in the
production of chemical free vegetables using ground water, 2) to study the management of the group involved in the
production of chemical free vegetables using ground water,3) to study the water management skills of the group. 4) to
study the technology behind chemical free vegetable production using ground water. Various research methods were
used: interviews, observations, group meetings and seminars. Then, the data were analyzed by using statistical test:
frequency, percentage, means, and an explanation was used to describe the findings.

The study found that the members of the group had an annual farm income average of 72,941 baht per
household, while their expenditures on the farm were 62,560.20 baht per household per year. Their motivation to
participate in the group included: 1) need land to cultivate vegetable, 2) need the cvitivated land nearby their houses,
3) water for farm is available. Farmer’s expenditure for water in the rainy season was lower than in the dry season:
57.25 baht per month and 20 baht per month, respectively. The study also found that the strengths of their committees
were: knowledge and good management skills. However, the committees still needed to improve on 1) marketing skills,
2) vegetable processing, 3) financial and accounting management and 4) network set up. In 2010, the group had an
income of 16,138 baht, and expenditures of 13,675 baht realizing a profit of 2,181 baht, while in 2011 the group had
an income of 37,455 baht, and expenditures of 11,678 baht realizing a profit of 25,777 baht. Every member occupied
cultivated land of 105 square meters for growing various vegetables. The most popular vegetables were: Chinese kale,
spring onion and glory morning. All farmers applied organic matter for vegetable production, such as manure from cow,
buffalo, chicken and pig, including liquid organic fertilizer. Farmers used coconut leaves and green net as protection
from the rain and sunshine. All members need more knowledge to improve their land, especially knowledge of the
1) chemical free vegetable market, 2) efficiency water use technology, 3) pest control and management, 4) erosion

protection and 5) various formulas for making compost.

Keywords: chemically free vegetable, using ground water
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