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Contemporary Khaen Ensemble: Tai Dam’s Identity Negotiation Though

Ethnic Music
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Abstract

The identity negotiation is a way that ethnic people be for remain of their culture among the
contemporary social context. This article describes the music structural analysis and interpretation
of Tai Dam’s Contemporary Khaen Ensemble at Ban Nong Prong, Khao Yoi district, Petchaburi
province. The objectives of this study was to describe the identity construction and negotiation of
Tai Dam group in historical context, the adaptation of Tai Dam musical culture in each period and
the identity negotiation of Tai Dam group through their Contemporary Khaen Ensemble in contem-
porary social context. The researcher has been found that Tai Dam musician combine Khaen with
modernize music instrument. They create the specific characteristic of music but also remaining
the unique melodies. That cause Tai Dam music has more spaces in Thai society. Moreover, this
is a factor of Tai Dam music can play a role in Thai society like mass music at present. In addi-
tion, Tai Dam’s Contemporary Khaen Ensemble shows the capacity of Tai Dam musician, who

can play the contemporary music via the ethnic music instrument.

Keywords: Identity, Negotiation, Contemporary Khean Wong
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