(Y [ o o a
n%maaaﬂmm:mﬂmﬂ’uwuawaaqu%u‘lumuawuaaum BILNBDEUSKRII
nIndaai
Social Capital and the Community Strengths in Nong-rad Subdistrict

Yaring District, Pattani Province.
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Abstract

The objective of this research is to study the state of social capital and community strengths
by using the case of Nong-rad Sub-district, Yaring District, Pattani Province as an example. This
qualitative research is based on a series of research methods, especially the following three :
1) documentary research ; 2) semi — structured interviews with 60 key — informants ; and 3) focus
groups conducted with participants from local gov, officials and community representatives. The
social capital frame work , proposed by Navikamool ( 2000 ), can be categorised in to 4 elements
(1) Natural resource capital , (2) Human capital , (3) Wisdom and cultural capital , and (4) Institutional
capital . Results show that there are six communities in Nong-rad Sub-district. Five communities
have the same characteristics for their social capital and community strengths, meanwhile, only
one community has an outstanding characteristic differ from those conventional five communities.
Five communities, on the one hand, including Moo 1 Ban Nong-rad, Moo 3 Ban Baeror, Moo 4 Ban
Buenaeloowa, Moo 5 Ban La Nga, and Moo 6 Ban Wor Cha, are similar in terms of their social
capital and their strengths. Numbers of difficulties can lead to the low level of community strengths.
For Moo 2 Ban Laem, on the other hand, they do have a robust social capital and community
strengths. Factors influencing the vigorous social capital and community strengths are: (1) the
roles of community leader are evident, particularly the community leader outstanding characteristics
acting based on her leadership and participatory working style. (2) The local context is significant,
as its social capital is based on kinship networks and sharing together. (3) The local participation
in community development stage, since the problem identification to planning as well as various
activities, has been initiated for the local people to work together. (4) The community people have
their own management style that continuously developed them by constructing sequential learning
processes. Regrettably, the factors mentioned above have not yet existed in other five conventional
communities. This can be concluded that, therefore, the social capital embedded in the community

can be vital factor leading to the community strengths at the end.
Keywords: Social capital, Community strengths
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