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Vote Buying In the Northeast Region: A Case Study of Maha Sarakham

Province
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Abstract

The research was a study to identify the vote buying problem in Maha Sarakham one of
provinces in northeast region of Thailand which had always been referred to as the most notorious
region for this situation.The objectives of this research were to study the ideology, belief, political
values and the socio-economic context that influence the vote buying problem and to present a
proposal to understand the vote buying problem.

The results of this study found that (1) the sociological factors such as economic, social
value or election canvassers could not be used to explain the voting behavior in the province. (2)
The factors leading to the election decision were due to the present characters of the politician
and the political policies. The majority of the respondents voted based on their own preferences
(3) The samples revealed that money has been meant for vote buying and the majority of them
do not agree with vote buying behavior. (4) Currently the strict election laws as well as the role of

the election committee could not reduce the problem of vote buying in the province.

Keywords : Vote Buying, Election, Voting Behavior
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