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A New Model of Community Learning: Integration of Knowledge and
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Abstract

This research aims to study, analyze, synthesize, integrate traditional knowledge and
local wisdom, and proposs a new model of community learning in the Isan region. This involved
a qualitative research method that studied in entirety Isan communities in general and studied
specific cases of four communities in Ubon Ratchathani. As a result of this research, a new model
for learning calls for harmonious cooperation between community, temple and schools. Such
cooperation relies on two input factors, namely (1) sources of community knowledge organizations
and media, and (2) sources of local wisdom, found in specific people in various activities. This new
model has many learning processes through real experience guided by Buddhism’s Three-fold Way.
Through these learning processes, people accumulate knowledge, and transform it into intellectual
power which helps them when encountering situations which occur in daily life. With this model,
communities in general can add group activities, personal development, screening of knowledge
from outside the community, cooperative development, adaptation of principles of democracy, small
scale local research, and cooperation, in order to take care of children, youth, elderly, and people
in ill health. The Asoke community can ego reduction add and stimulation of senses, adaptation
of locally suitable concepts with appropriate development in the community, adoption of academic
aspects into  community work stations, cooperation with volunteer organizations, research, and

transformation of each crisis into an opportunity to gain spiritual merit for community members.

Keywords: Knowledge, Local Wisdom, Community, Learning Community, Morals
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