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Abstract

There are 8,497 villages with 7,856 community forest projects in Thailand and the overall
registered area covers 3,258,233 rai and 96 square wa. The Northeast of Thailand has the
second largest area after the North however, Mahasarakham province was considered as having
the smallest area in the northeast region while the Koke Yai Community Forest in Wapeepathum,
Mahasarakham was the largest area community forest in the province. The dynamic in developing
and reserving the Koke Yai Community Forest still faces the problems in lack of serious cooperation
from community and the local government organizations; thus, there were invasion of land and
forest resource competition between local people and investors.

This research aimed to investigate the laws using managing forest resources by relying on
community participation and local government organizations. This study used qualitative research
including the field survey at the Koke Yai Community Forest, Wapeepathum, Mahasarakham
by interviewing concerned people and collecting opinions from the study. It revealed that the
legal standard in managing forest resources had been separated by regulating and it resulted in
inadequate legal using. The dynamic of legal usages regarding the forest resource lacked efficiency
and clarity such as the different definitions of “forest” The legal system mainly supported the role
of the local government organizations rather than protecting the forest resource. Defining the
policy and drafting the development plan lacked participation from people in the community. The
Koke Yai Community Forest had not been registered as the community forest at the Community
Forrest Management Office as the Department of Natural Resource specified and the reserved and
use forest areas were not clearly separated. The mentioned conditions and problems, it caused a
lack in developing and reserving the Koke Yai Community Forest. Thus, to solve these problems,
it was suggested that community forest law should be issued specifically to create benefit for
resource management with the participation between government, community, local community,
and traditional local community efficiently by concerning the standard of reserving, developing,
improving and utilizing the community forest benefit for plants and animals living in community

forest sustainably. Moreover, the concerned community and the local government organizations
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should mobilize the community forest registration process to have the legal right to community

forest status for the benefit of reserving and developing the community forest.

Keywords: Participation, Community Forest
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