ArNLFai3aswiafiddnanadaunidanazsluuunisaiieeu
wigadaillng
The belief in Naga Influencing Concepts and Styles of Thai Dramatic
Arts Creation
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Abstract

The belief in naga has been related with humans for a long time, especially in Isan
communities located in the Mekong River Basin. Naga plays a role as a sacred symbol and an
image of prosperity. The influence of the belief in naga appears through general arts , including
music and dramatic arts. This beleif originates a wide variety of performing styles. The belief
in naga influence concepts and styles of Thai dramatic arts creation of the Faculty of Fine Arts
of Mahasarakham University, Rajabhat Maha Sarakham University, and Roi ET Dramatic Arts
College. This is a qualitative research by means of a literary survey and a field study through a
survey, an observation, and an interview. Instruments used for collecting data were a survey form,
and observation form , and an interview form. A sample consisted of 9 key in formants, 15 casual
informants, and 30 general informants. The results of data analysis were presented by means of
descriptive analysis.

The research results have revealed that Thai people and people living in the north — east
of the world such an India, Myanmar, Laos, Vietnam, China, and Tibet, know naga from inages that
are created from imagination of ancient people and then made into tales according to Buddhism.
There are 4 kinds of nagas: Andaja Yoni , Jalabuja Yoni, Samsedaja Yoni, and Opapatika Yoni.

The influence of the belief in naga affects concepts and styles of Thai dramatic arts
creations such as Rabam Nakhi Wirupak, Fon Nakhi Nakha, and Rabam Nakha Bucha, These
are creative dramatic arts projects originating from the concept of naga, and they present semiotic
meanings through dancing postures by using hands, body movements, and costumes focused on
beauty and naga — motifs.

In conclusion, the belief in naga influencing concepts and styles of Thai dramatic arts
creation through great dancing postures, costumes that reflect fantastic patterns, colours, including
pleasant melodies. Thus, many types of dramatic art creation should be conserved as a body of

Knowledge of arts and culture.
Keywords : Belief of Naga , Concepts and Styles Thai dance , Rabam of Belief Folk dance.
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