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The Development of Fon Klong Yao of Amphoe Wapi Pathum, Changwat
MahaSarakham
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Abstract

Fon Klong Yao of Amphoe Wapi Pathum, in Changwat Maha Sarakham is a unique danc-
ing style that involves a procession of long-single-head drum performances tied to local identity.
The dancing style, costumes and musical performances have been developed locally, and are
related to the ways of life of Wapi Pathum-people in terms of culture, society and economy.

The purpose of this research was to investigate the development and the conservation
of the 3 groups of Fon Klong Yao. A literary investigation and a field study using a survey, an
observation and an interview were used for this qualitative research. The instruments used for col-
lecting data were a survey form, an observation form and an interview form. The sample was 65
people from Fon Klong Yao groups, 10 organizers, 30 audience members, and 9 key-informants
who were scholars in the field of local culture in Mahasarakham Province. The samples also in-
cluded local artists in the field of local Isan music, the local artists in the field of Fon Isan music.
Research results were presented by means of a descriptive analysis.

The results of the analysis indicated that the development of Fon Klong yao of Amphoe
Wapi Pathum, Changwat Maha Sarakham originated from the long-single-head drum performance
that were used to entertain people who often participated in the performance. In later times, this
performance was held as a competition, so its performing patterns were improved by adding danc-
ing styles, styles of costume and applying folk musical instruments to modern musical instruments
according to competitive regulations in order to create a wide variety of performing concepts.

The conservation of Fon Klong yao of Amphoe Wapi Pathum, Changwat Maha Sarakham
was transmitted among group or communities in the form of generation to generation transmission.
A general transmitting schedule started from a basic dancing style and ended with a created danc-
ing style. Holding a Fon Klong Yao competition encouraged the conservation of folk-drum beating
and folk-musical rhythm. It enhanced the gathering of each group of Fon Klong Yao in order to
do a rehearsal, create an experience-exchange, a sense of unity, amusement, and entertainment
in community.

The elements of Fon Klong Yao of Amphoe Wapi Pathum, Changwat Maha Sarakham
consisted of the elements of the patterns of the tradition such as the patterns of holding competi-
tion, the competitive patterns of the procession, the competitive patterns of Miss Fon Klong Yao,

and the patterns of the procession. For the elements of Fon Klong Yao, a procession consisted
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of musical instruments, patterns and methods of Klong Yao performance The patterns refer to

dancing patterns, patterns of march-formation,

costume.

patterns of the procession of dancers with their

In conclusion, the development of Fon Klong Yao of Amphoe Wipi pathum, Changwat

Maha Sarakham

is the transmission of indigenous knowledge about musical identity and an

ancient dancing style in a form of generation to generation transmission. Holding tradition encour-

ages the gathering of community-people, it can efficiently link culture, indigenous knowledge,

and economy.

Keywords : Development , Fon Klong Yao
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