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The Characteristics of Reading and the Opinions of Srimahasarakham

Nursing College Students on Reading
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Abstract

Reading is the basic foundation of knowledge. This research aimed to study the char-
acteristics of reading behavior, problems in reading, factors affecting reading, and the opinion of
Srimahasarakham Nursing College students on reading. The sample consisted of 164 randomly
selected nursing students from the first to fourth year. The instrument used was a questionnaire
consisting of two parts: a checklist and a 5 rating scale questionnaire with 0.80 reliability value.
The statistics employed in the analysis were frequency, percentage, the mean, and standard de-
viation. The results are as follows:

1. In terms of reading, most students spent their free time reading books and printed
Materials. They read was 3 — 4 hours a week; 1 hour each time reading for educational program
purpose. The students used their own judgment in choosing what to read. Before reading they
often obtained necessary materials such as a pen and paper for note taking. They roughly followed
the text according to the way it had been arranged and they often marked out important passages.
The research found that there were various problems in reading academic papers. Some came from
the students themselves. They did: not have enough time; due to poor time management. Some
problems came from their teachers and the library: the teachers did not give any advice of what
should be read; and there was no reading material of direct relevance to their needs, while those
that were available were inadequate. Most students found their way out by photocopying. Others
bought some books for themselves 34.15% and borrowed books from friends. 3. The factors
that influenced student’s reading of academic papers, ranking from high to low, were: reading for
knowledge for writing papers, reading for examinations, reading because the library had interest-
ing media, reading because of personal interest, reading because of friends’ recommendations;
and reading because of the pleasant atmosphere in the library.

4. The students’ opinion about the benefits of reading academic papers overall was at

good level and each separate item was at the same level, too. Ranking from high to low, first,
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reading gave useful ideas for life. Second, reading encouraged students to buy new books. Third,
reading built self-confidence for students. Next, reading helped in telling stories to others. After
that, reading helped students to better understand themselves. Reading could also help evaluate
the readers own reading skill. In addition, students were encouraged to read in their free time.

Moreover, they felt relaxied when reading. Lastly, students were encouraged to read more both

in the classroom and every where else.
Conclusion:

activities to promote the reading habit.

Reading skill is an important skill that should be encouraged by different

Keywords: Reading, Students, Srimahasarakham Nursing College
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