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Abstract

This article studies and discusses Thai-US relations during the years 1973-1976. It
looks at how Thailand had been positioned in the US strategy from the Paris Peace Agreement
in 1973 to the US force withdrawal from Thailand in 1976 and how the US as the superpower
had failed to make Thailand comply to its strategy amidst the dynamics of Thai politics during the
years 1973-1976. The researcher has studied primary sources document from the Digital National
Security Archives (DNSA), the US National Archives and Record Administration (NARA) and the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Thailand. It is found that, after the end of Vietnam War, Thailand still
held an important position in the US strategy as the station for US deterrence forces, as well as
intelligence facilities. Nevertheless, the counter-forces from social forces in Thailand during the
period of civilian governments and the maneuver of Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Thailand during
the year 1973 -1976 had prevented the US from achieving the strategy. As a result, the US had
to withdraw all its forces from Thailand by the end of 1976.

Keywords: Thai — US relations, End of Vietham War, US force withdrawal from Thailand
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