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Abstract

The main objective of this research is to investigate same sex relationships and family
life. The study use qualitative research methods based on the philosophy and theory of phenom-
enology; in-depth interviews were conducted with 11 same sex families, middle class residents of
Bangkok who conceal the nature of their relationships from the public. The sampling methods are
the snowball technique and analytic induction.

The study reveals that only three of the 22 people involved in the same sex relationships
had disclosed the nature of their relationships to family members, which shows that the idea of
“family” has affected the lives of the people involved. A conflict arises between the fact that they
are raising a family and the stigmatization that a society composed largely of opposite sex cou-
ples could impose. These emotional conflicts occur because the people involved feel that they
are different from others and need to hide their own feelings and to conceal their behavior from
others. Some same sex couples imitate mixed-couple relationships in which one partner takes on
a male role and the other the role of a woman living in partnership with a male. There are also a
number of same-sex couples who do not want to marry someone of the opposite sex and do not
want to imitate the roles taken on by mixed sex couples. Same-sex relationships are considered a
social problem. The behavior patterns of such couples may reflect their desire to live as they want,
rather than attempting to fit into the framework imposed by society, which has implications on vari-
ous aspects of social life. If same-sex relationships are studied in the broader and more diverse
context of socioeconomic status and cultural beliefs, we can see that the images of sexuality,
culture and lifestyle of these people are even richer, and we can also see that the complexity
of sexual ideology in mainstream society has become increasingly evident in Thailand; it includes
families with parents who give birth to children and raise these children in the mainstream, to be
nurtured, and to grow up as members of the society surrounding them. This shows mainstream

influences on the thinking and understanding of people in this society.
Keywords : Sexual culture, Family life, Homosexual, Phenomenology theory
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