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Abortion in Mahasarakham Province: Case Study of Problems and

Obstacles to Control Unlawful Abortion
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Abstract

Attitudes on abortion in Mahasarakham can be divided into 3 groups: those who agree,
those who disagree, and those who conditionally agree. The legal problems surrounding abortions
are complex and are strongly influenced by social factors. These factors include women’s education,
women’s decision to have an abortion, social groups of activists claiming the right to have an
abortion, and knowledge and understanding of the laws on abortion. This study suggests that
the problems and obstacles presented by illegal abortion should be solved as follows: 1) Before
imposing policy and developing laws on abortion, the state should study and compare their proposed
laws with the laws of other countries especially those pertaining to allowing or disallowing legal
abortions. The study should carefully consider the advantages and disadvantages of abortions
along with providing realistic alternatives. The Ministry of Education should impose more effective
policy that is in steip with a changing society. For example, pregnant students should be allowed
to enjoy and continue their rights to education. Those rights should not be terminated. 2) Those
that enforce the laws in Mahasarakham, the police, public attorney, judges, and doctors should
be strictly trained to understand the law on abortion so they can fully realize the importance of the
problem. 3) Governmental agencies and the private sector should publicize and provide explicit
information to both men and women about abortion prevention and how to control the birth rate
safely. Officials should also clarify what is legal and illegal abortion. 4) A change in culture should
establish a new norm whereby women who are unintentionally pregnant will be respected for giving
birth to their baby. Although they are a single mother, people should not blame them and gossip
about them so the woman has an opportunity to live a normal and happy life with her new family.
A new principle of law should be enacted that allows women to make up their own mind about

having an abortion, and society as a whole should accept such decision.

Keywords : Abortion, Problems and Obstacles, Mahasarakham
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