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Sedge Terms in Thai : An Ethnosemantic Analysis
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Abstract

The purpose of studying sedge terms is to identify theirethnosemantic structure, includ-
ing belief in sedges and values. The result shows that a semantic criterion used in naming sedge
terms is divided into denotation and connotation. Denotation is considered to be 1. [plant name +
its characteristic] and 2. [proper name] while connotation is regarded as; 1. sedges named after
belief 2. sedges named after beliefs and its characteristics. Concerning the structures of the sedge
terms, it is found that a sedge term is composed of 2 parts; that is [head + (modifier)]. As for head,
it is plant names, proper name, and name after belief while a modifier is its characteristics. Beliefs
and values in sedge terms include fortune, blissfulness, auspice, charms, amulets, and elixir of

life.
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