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The study is entitled Isan Klong Yaw: A Case Study of the Tepnimit of

Wapipatum District, Maha Sarakham
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Abstract

The study is entitled Isan Klong Yaw: A Case Study of the Tepnimit of Wapipatum
District, Maha Sarakham. It aimed to study the related society, culture, and traditions of Isan Klong
Yaw and to analyze the rhythm used in performing Isan Klong Yaw. The study applied methods in
ethnomusicology gathering related data from documents and field study. The data was presented
in the descriptive analysis.

The findings showed that Isan Klong Yaw was strongly related to the social and cultural
conditions of Wapipatum district since there was an Isan Klong Yaw band in each village of the
district. Moreover, a national festival called Prapeni Onson Klong Yaw originated in the district
and Klong Yaw had been performed in the tradition of Heet Sib Song Kong Sib Si for a long time.
Examples of festival of Heet Sib Song Kong Sib Si were Loy Kratong, Katin, Phapa, Prapeni Duean
Si — Hae Pha Phawet, and Prapeni Duean Hok — Hae Bangfi. For the Tepnimit Klong Yaw band,
there were a head of the band, Mr. Tiang Pintapakang, and 48 drummers nd dancers altogether.
They wore costumes made from local fabric such as Mohom, Srong, and Pha Khawma. Regularly
they practiced at the yard of the village. Before performance, they must worship with offerings
such as flowers, candles, rice whisky, face powder, and money. They performed both original and
applied Klong Yaw in order to suit each tradition and festival they performed in.

The results of Klong Yaw rhythm analysis displayed that there were 5 type. The first type
was the ancient rhythm consisting of 4 parts of melody: Krern or intro part, rhythm carrying part
1, rhythm carrying part 2, and end part. This type was to perform continuously without any stop
and repeat. The second type was called Tang Wai. There was only one part of the melody which
was the rhythm carrying part. This type was performed in only one rhythm all the way to the end
of the part. The third part was called Sala-one and Toei. There were 3 parts of this type: Krern
or intro part, rhythm carrying part, and solo part. Mostly, the performers performed the rhythm
carrying part and switched to the solo part repeatedly. The fourth part was called Serng Bangfi.
There were 2 parts of this type: the rhythm carrying part and solo part. Similar to the Sala-one
and Toei type, the performers performed one and switched to the other part repeatedly. The last
type was Lam Sing. There were 6 parts of this type: Krern A, rhythm carrying 1B, rhythm carrying
2C, rhythm carrying 3D, rhythm carrying 4, and ending part F. The performers performed part B
and switched to part C repeatedly and then changed to part D, E, and F respectively.

Keywords : Isan Klong Yaw, Tepnimit
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