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The Proclamations of King Mongkut on Astronomy

and Astrology : Some Observations

Phaiboon Phowungprasit*

Abstract

King Mongkut was a pioneer of the modern scientific thinking in Siam.
Therefore, he was gave the name of “a father of science in Thailand”. On the same
way, he also believed on astrology too. Thus, his proclamations on astronomy and
astrology which presented on this article were based on the principle of not only a
scientific thinking but also on the principle of a non-scientific thinking or traditional
belief.

The author used a documentary research technique by studying a primary
source which was called “Collected Proclamations of King Mongkut”. The historians
said that all of the idea on these proclamations came from King Mongkut only. Thus,
it could summarize that these was his real image.

The analysis of 343 proclamations of King Mongkut let this study found that it
had only 8 proclamations which related to astronomy and astrology. Some of the
idea which presented on these proclamations was the major evident of this study. It
could summarize that King Mongkut had both a scientific thinking and a non-scientific
thinking on his idea. On the other hand, it could be said that all of his idea were on
the principle of a scientific thinking only. As King Mongkut would like to teach and to
tell his idea to the citizen that still had a traditional belief; therefore, he had to apply

his idea into two dimensions for helping his communication to succeed.

Key words : King Mongkut; The Proclamations of King Mongkut; Astronomy; Astrology
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