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Cultural ~ misreading is the misconception, misunderstanding or
misrepresentation of a culture. The issue seems to be more likely to happen in cross-
cultural communication, in this case, Chinese American literature. In Maxine Hong
Kingston’s The Woman Warrior: Memoirs of a Girlhood Among Ghosts, a misreading

of China, its people and its culture did in fact occur.

It was found from the in-depth analysis based on Harold Dwight Lasswell’s
5Ws Communication Model that cultural misreading in the book stemmed from four
factors: the author, the content of the book, the publisher, and the Western readers.
Firstly, Kingston as the author contributed to the misreading due to her ill-perceived
information about China, its people and culture. Thus, the book content displayed

various distorted aspects concerning the Chinese image, Chinese behavior, sex and
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gender, and Chinese food. The publisher also played a part in the cultural
misconception since they had the book published as nonfiction. Lastly, Western
readers with their stereotypical ideas about the East, particularly China, prevented

them from understanding China as it really is.
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