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The Potential of the Marine Sustainable Tourism Products and the
Sustainable Tourism Trend on Seacoast and Island, and Tourist
Behavior in Three Marine Areas: Andaman Sea, Songkhla Lake,

and the Gulf of Thailand"

Montatip Kanyook** Taweeporn Naka*:'= Naruechit Deeprom*“=

skskskk
Mana Khunweechuay

Abstract

This research has the objective to explore the potential for increased tourism on islands and along
sea coasts. Also, the research explores tourist destinations, travel arrangements, accommodations, the
surrounding environment, public utilities, safety issues, tourist activities, and activities together with the
community in order to examine the behaviors and needs of Thai and international tourists. All of these
factors are examined in relation to the potential for increased tourism on islands and along sea coasts. The
research sites cover five provinces: Trang, Satun, Songkla, Pattaloung and Nakhon Si Thammarat and

three bodies of water — Andaman Sea, Songkla Lake and the Gulf of Thailand.

Research Methodology and Findings

This research employed in depth interviews and participant observations. The findings of this
research along the three bodies of water had differences. The tourism experience along the sea was the
most distinctive for each of the factors explored ranking mid to high. For the behaviors and needs of the

tourists there were differences in the selection of locations in terms of the sites and times of visit. Also, the

%
This Study was granted by The Area-Based Tourism Research Centre for Sustainable Tourism Development,

The Thailand research fund

kK
Lecturer, Faculty of Business Administration , Southern College of Technology, Nakhon Si Thammarat

skksk
Lecturer, Faculty of Tourism and Hospitality, Southern College of Technology,
Nakhon Si Thammarat

etk
Lecturer, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, Rajabhat University, Nakhon Si Thammarat



Nsa1sma Tuladnald 19 2 muf 2 nsngiay — Sunaw 2552 26

Thai tourists came for 1-2 days, while the international tourists came for 4 or more days. When comparing
the Thai and international tourists, who were interested in island and sea coast experiences, the conclusion
is that in Trang, Pattaloung and Satun the Thai tourist showed preference and the
locations/accommodations were highly rated. For the international tourists they were most concerned with
ease of travel and activities together with the community. In Songkla all tourists had the same behaviors
and needs, namely the nicest accommodations. For Nakhon Si Thammarat, Thai tourists needed ease of
travel as the most important factor. For international tourists, overall, they were most interested in

activities together with the community.

Recommendations and Suggestions

In order to develop site locations, the community has the ability to do so and the ability to develop
the distinctive features of each site. In order to develop groups and networks of tourists on islands and
along sea coasts with other tourist groups, it is useful to make linkages with educational institutions
concerned with community activities, tourism, and developing marketing, public relations and services
according to policies. It is important to follow the policies of the government and the private sector in
order to agree upon services in order to increase the tourism market, such as: public relations, information
sharing in order to link tourism experiences, inclusion of the community in seminars with tourists in order
to establish the standards and regulations that are appropriate for each location along with the tourist
carrying capacity of the site, and activities. There needs to be an integration of government standards and
the activities on-site, along with protection of the natural environment, and appropriate services for the

locale with community input.

Key Words:  The potential of the marine tourism products
Sustainable tourism trend on seacoast and island

Tourist behavior in three marine areas
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