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The Peasant Robbers of Songkhla Lake Basin,1894-1922 AD.

kk
Mana Khunweechuay

Abstract
This research is an analytical study of the socio-cultural history of the Songkhla Lake basin between 1894 and
1922. It gives an account of the peculiar social, cultural, economic and political features that combined to give rise to
the so-called “Chum Jone” (Bands of Peasant Robbers) in the area.

It narrates how geography, historical background, social and economic conditions, and the central
government’s administrative reform contributed to the rise of various groups of robbers in the Songkhla Lake basin.
There were two categories of robbers, the ordinary robbers and the tradition-inspired robbers. The latter were recognized
more or less by the local people as folk heroes, although they were regarded by the authorities as troublesome
wrongdoers. The introduction of provincial reform was viewed as an encroachment on the life of the local people.
Government measures, which were considered unsympathetic and oppressive, compelled disgruntled people to form
“pbands of peasant robbers”, refusing to yield to government authority. This was a social
phenomenon, which was widespread in the early phase of centralization. The “illegal” bands of peasant robbers were
suppressed, but their anti-government activities prompted the government to look into the plight of the local people and
to introduce appropriate measures. This study makes clear that one needs to distinguish between those criminal robbers
and the tradition-inspired robbers. The latter’s motive was political in nature, and their anti-government activities were

given moral support by the local people.

Key words : Chum Jone, the socio-cultural history , Songkhla Lake basin

" A thesis for the degree of master of liberal arts, Silpakorn University

sk
School of Economics and Social Sciences, Southern College of Technology Nakhon Si Thammarat
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