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The objecti'."eq of this research are as follows 1) To study the educational svstem of Thai
Sangha community before and after the Somdct Phramaha Samana Chao Krom  Phraya
Vajirananavarorasa’s period. 2) To analyse the modem educational policy laid down by Somdet Phramaha
Samana Chao Krom Phraya Vajirananavarorasa. 3) To evaluate the efficicncy of education as managed by
Somdet Phramzha Samana Chao Krom Phraya Vajirananavarorasa.

It has been discoveved, as a result thereof, that the Thai ecclesiastical educational system since
Sukhothai period has been mainly divided into two dimensions, namely Gantha-dhura (The burden of
studving the Scriptures) and Vipassna - dhura (The burden of insight devclopment). The first part of
cducation deals with iearning Pali in order to let monks be able to rcad and understand the Tipitaka
correctly. In Ayutthaya period, those who passed the examination of Pali were known as ‘Barien’ During
the reign of King Rama II of Ratanakosindra peried the study oi Pali Las been modified and divded into
nine levels. Even in the reign of King Rama V, Somdet Phramaha Samana Chao Krom Phraya
Vajirananavarorasa also studied the educational system as mantioned above. He analysed and evaluated the
curriculum, the process of learning and cxmination. He found there were some obstacles against the
Sanghas education, which did not yicld the desirable result. He hag a strong wish to modify and develop
the system of education for monks and novices so that they could thoroughly be aware of world that
changed rapidly. When the time came, he played the important role by formulating the new curriculum and
testing it with his own method. As a result, this has gradually become the curriculum of Thai Sangha’s
community up to the present. Thus it czn be said that the Thai Sangha’s education has been developed and
shaped into the present form because of the great contribution devoted by the then Supreme Patriarch,

Somdet Phramaha Samana Chao Krom Phraya Vajirananavarorasa.





