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Abstract

This article explores the ideas with regards to goodness, evilness and oppression in human
society as reflected in Lawait's Blood Redemption. The novel tells of two imaginary tribes, Chamue and
lya. Despite their human-like appearances, the two tribes can never live together because Chamue can
eat nothing but for the blood and flesh of lya. The established relationship between the two tribes leads to
the main conflict of the novel, is it moral to eat other living things. Those who oppose the practice claim
that lya are not born to be food and that they have their own wills and love their lives the same way as
Chamue do. Those from the other side argue that it is “natural” that Chamue eat lya and that we should
not violate the nature of the species. From this point, Lawit extends the issue to the broader question of the
meaning of “what is good” and “what is evil.” The characters in her novel demonstrate that any thoughts or
actions are not without purposes and reasons, and that we cannot judge any actions from only one set of
morality. Thus, Lawit contends that there is no “good” or “evil” because everything depends on the beliefs
and perspective we look on a particular issue. Moreover, Lawit also criticizes the idea of oppression as the
solution to any problems. She demonstrates in the novel that such a solution only leads to the never-
ending cycle of oppression, overthrow and violence. The true solution is to compromise so that everyone

can co-exist peacefully in the society.
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