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Abstract

“Left Neglected” by Lisa Genova is a novel about a life of a woman who had a traumatic
brain injury from a car accident. After the brain injury, she had Left Neglect, the ability to be aware
of the information from her left side. The author narrated the story about her having Left Neglect in a
very good manner. In addition, the novel is though-provoking in many aspects including human-
machine, attitude towards life, important things in life, and consciousness and carelessness. It was
also well written with good plot, characters, perspective choosing, outstanding language use
(tones, metaphors, and natural conversation). Every aspect of the novel contributes to its overall

impressiveness.
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“There’s a poster on the wall above
the puzzles table that I've become fascinated
with. It's a black-and-white photograph of a fist
positioned below the word attitude written in
bold red letters. The message and the image
don’t seem quite right for each other, but the
more | visit the poster and turn it over in my
mind, the more the combination inspires me.
The fist is power, strength, determination, fight.
And attitude. A positive attitude. | will bring a
positive attitude to my fight to get my life back.
I clench my hand in solidarity with the fist in the
picture. | am strong. I'm a fighter. | can do this.”
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“Yes. We understand that you might
need some more time before you’re fully up
fo speed, but it'd be more efficient and
effective to pull you back in, even part-time,
than for us to find, recruit, and train someone
new.”
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“Yeah, but | don't know how to do
this. This isn't like getting all A’s or getting
the job | want or meeting a deadline. This
isn’t ‘do these ten things and your brain will
be back to normal.”
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As she wills herself to heal, Sarah
must learn that a happiness greater than all
the success in the world is close within
reach, if only she slows down long enough to
notice.
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