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Abstract

The objectives of this study were to develop the Professionalism mini-evaluation exercise  (P-MEX)
— Thai version according to a cross cultural adaptation protocol and to evaluate its reliability and validity.
The original P-MEX was translated to Thai language by using a cross cultural adaptation method that
consisted of a back translation and a comparison of equivalence between original and backward
versions. The Thai version was piloted with six 5" year dental students at Chulalongkorn University.
Reliability and validity of the Thai version was tested in 385 4" - 6" year dental students using
Cronbach’s alpha statistic and exploratory factor analysis. Sensitivity to change of the Thai version was
tested by comparing the mean scores between 4" and 6"~ year dental students. In the results, we found
that no major cultural adaptation was required during cross cultural adaptation procedures. The P-MEX
Thai version was considered by a panel group as equivalent to the original index. 282 out of 385
(respond rate 73.3%) Y. 6thyear dental students returned the self-administered questionnaire. The P-
MEX mean score was 3.37. ltem-total correlations for all P-MEX items were between 0.188 and 0.535 (p
< 0.05). The Cronbach’s alpha statistic was 0.833. An exploratory factor analysis yielded a four — factor
structure with 46.4% of variance explained. 6m—year dental students had a significantly higher P-MEX
mean score than 4th—year students (p=0.011). In conclusion, showed the Professionalism mini-evaluation
exercise (P-MEX) — Thai version demonstrated acceptable reliability and validity. It can be used for

assessing professionalism among Chulalongkorn dental students.
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