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The aim of this study were to revealed the decision-making in fish raising for
trade of farmelrs in Nam-Oon Operation and Maintenance Project, Changwat 'Sakon Nakhon
by collecting data from 85 fish raising farmers in 2002. Interview schedule was device for
data collection. The SPSS for Windows Program, with frequency, percentage, standard
deviation(S.D.) and Chi-square(Xz) were used statistically for data analyzing .

The results of the study showed that most of informant farmers were male with an
average age of 50.8 years, graduated in primary education. 77.6 percent were customers of
the’ Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives. Each houschold had 5 persons
averagely with 3.8 as labors ;2.1 as full-time fish raising labor. They had an average 18.8
rai holding divided 4.7 raias fish ponds. 87.1 percent had their own land holding; 85.9
percent had debts an average amount of 189,733.33 baht and the Bank for Agriculture
and Agricultﬁral Cooperatives as the biggest source of fish raising fund . 96.5 percent loaned
money for agriculture, and they had an average income from fish sale per crop at 91,192
baht,

Physical features of fish ponds and fish raising practiced were revealed that most of
them had transporting convenience from the ponds to the market and water supply from
the project with average distance of 208.2 m. from the ponds to the supply canal. 71.8
percent had first purpose of fish raising for trade ,mainly started during 1998-2004. 91.8
percent continued rising year by year with 6.5 years’ experience averagely. 72.9 percent had
prior experiences, and most aimed to raise for next 3-5 years on the same site of farm. An
average distance from home to fish ponds was 562.4 m. 89.4 percent dugup fish ponds
by their own fund. They owned 2.7 ponds on 4.74 rai averagely. Most of them used water
from the irrigation canal for fish raising, bought fish fingering from government, averagely
paid 63,844.33 baht per crop. The yield was 4,013.7 kg. with 32,137.96 baht as returns.

About farmers’ promotion and service securing, they got advice and‘ persuasion
from Agricultural Extension Official and training on fish raising from the government
agency but not supported production inputs or equipment. About knowledge, they needed
more on fish raising, marketing ,including fingering providing . About their problem, it was
highly found in fish feed pfices but slightly found in 1) regularity in the project’s water
supply and maintenance; 2) costs in fish raising; and 3) investment costs for fish raising.

The regularity in water supply was highly affected on the decision-making of farmers
in fish raising. The decision-making of farmers on fish raising for trade v'vas statistical
significant relationships on the number of household labor, size of agricultural land holding and

fish pond, previous fish raising experiences, and fish raising training obtainment.





