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Abstract
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The aim of the study was to understand factors affecting decisionT—Emagi-ngg ge farmers
towards participating in the production freshwater prawn culture under Good Aquaculture practice
(GAP) Project. A total of 126 farmers in Changwat Suphan Buri was respondents in 2003.
Research data gathered by direct interview and was subsequently proceeded using SPSS for Windows
computer package and the findings obtained expressed as percentage, frequency, arithmetic means,
maximum - minimum, Chi - square and Cramer’ V tests. The findings could be summarized as follows.

Most farmers were the average age of 43.7 years old, completed elementary education, family
size of 4.6 persons and of these 2.24 persons were family labour. Total area held by these farmers was
24.5 rai and 19.5 rai was used for fresh water prawn raising. Their average household annual income
was 404,655.79 Baht in which 18,607.70 Baht from prawn raising.

On average, they had 11.26 years of fresh water prawn raising experience, took 10.27
months to raise one crop and 1.18 crop was raised per year. The farmers selected the area which
irrigation water could be accessed and they did not have farmponds specifically aimed to store the
water. Farming area was well laid out. Pond and water preparation took a period of 24.8 and 5.11 days
respectively. Water in the pond was maintained at 89.68 cm in the onset of the raising which CPF
breed of fresh water prawn produced by private and was used at the rate of 42,562.7 animal/rai.
The young prawns were nursed before releasing into the raising pond. The prawns were fed with
pelleted feed which 10,373.41 kg. was used per crop. Health condition of these prawns was examined
1.42 time/month. Exanimation of water quality and water exchange were performed 1.27 and
5.19 times/month , respectively and catching performed 5.3 times / year. The average investment
cost of fresh water prawn raising, was 12,541 Bath / rai .

These farmers participants received technical advices and gained experiences from the
Provincial Office of Fishery, relatives and neighbors and farm visits 1.37 times/year for the
examination of farm condition, farm quality and standard certification. The problems faced at
high level included high feed price, low product price and insufficient water supply.

The factors influencing on farmers’ decision at high level were 1) safe prawn raising
2) Staff s Promotion . A low level were 1) neighbor' s advices 2) being group members
3) higher benefit from joining the program 4) the high product ‘price‘ 5) certain market
available 6) proper farm site 7) consistency of water supply 8) productAquality as the markets
require 9) the career sustainability 10) being able to follow the regulations 11) high quantity
of the product 12) simple way of raising 13) short period of raising. No influence on
decision were 1) being the community leader 2) having debts 3) financing support 4) enough
family labour 5) accessibility of electricity system to the farm 6) comfortable transportation
route 7) public relations from the government agents 8) information from various media
9) academic services on prawn raising 10) government staff visit 11) promoting frequency

and 12) having toxic--substance check





