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Abstract TE 1 320 33

A study was conducted with these main objectives : 1) To investigate socio-
economic_backgrounds of the farmers selected as samples of this study. 2) To look into the
conditions used for kapok production. 3) To point out factors influencing the decision
leading to kapok cultivation. 4) To compare factors influencing decisions of the farmers
differing in their socio-economic backgrounds. A total of 198 farmers cultivating kapok
trees on the area of at least 1 rai in Changwat Khon Kaen were selected and used as
samples of this study. Research data were gathered using specially constructed interview
questionaires. The data obtained were subsequently processed using SPSS for Windows
computer package and the results expressed as frequency, percentage, arithmatic means,
maximum-minimum, standard deviation, t-test and F-test.

The results indicated that the majority of the farmers were males at 50.24 years of
age on average. They completed elementary education and were member of Bank of
Agriculture and Cooperative. They cultivated Kapok trees mainly for domestic need without
any training background. However, they used to contact agricultural extension workers.
With average family size of 4.86 persons (3.16 persons were available labour), they were
primarily engaged in kapok and paddy cultivation while adopting casual labour as off-farm
career. On average, these farmers held the area of 19.7 rai and the areas used for farming
and kapok cultivation were 17.6 rai and 1.5 rai respectively. Average on-farm and off-
farm cash incomes eamed by the farmers were 33,058.50 Baths and 14,173.10
Baths/year. The results also indicated that these farmers had on-farm and off-farm cash
expenses of 21,240.69 Baths and 4,100 Baths/year. They cultivated kapok trees using
their‘own investment. The farmers obtained the kapok breed (cv. Song-chat) from official
sources. Seedlings were used in the planting which was done during July-September. The

spacing adopted was 6 x 6 m. They did not practice harrowing or intercropping. Weeding
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was done less than 5 time. The farmers performed no replacement planting, fertilizer
application and additional supply of water. Harvesting was done once a year during March
and April which kapok pods were pick-off individually with bamboo pole. Both green and
dry pods were collected, screened and dried. The only problem experienced by these kapok
growers was caused by stem-boring weevils. Apart from this, there was no other problems
regarding cultivation method, breed, intercropping, fertilization, harvesting, post-harvest
processing, and marketing.
The issues which influenced decision-making of the farmers at high level included:
Physical issues : Conditions and size of land to be used for kapok
cultivation, Soil type and soil fertility.

Biological issues : Cultivation methods, ease of harvest and pest control.

Economic issues : Available family labour, participation of family members
and income derived from kapok cultivation.

Social issues : Support from family members and relatives, kapok
cultivation has been handed over for generations, the advice given by agricultural extension
workers and other government agencies.

Technical issues : The technical support gained from agricultural extension
workers.

Motivation : Respect and acceptance by neighbors and agricultural workers,
personal interest, income and cultural practice.

Other issues : Domestic demand, ease of cultivation, know-how handed
over from last generation, convince from neighbors and local cultural practice.

Recommendation : 1) Advice should be proveided so that the farmers are fully
educated with kapok cultivation technology particularly intercropping practice using
legumes, horticultural crops, banana and pasture grasses, supply of additional water,
intercropping, fertilizer application use of organic materials and green manure to improve
soil fertility. The farmer’s attitude should be changed towards commercial cultivation of
Kopok rather than solely for domestic purpose. 2) The farmers should be provided with the
knowledge of pest control to minimize the damage caused by stem~-boring weevils both in
theory and practices as this is the main problem of kapok growing. 3) The farmers should
be adviced regarding cultivation site and soil fertility improvement for kapok cultivation. 4)
Proper advices should be given to the farmers so that seedling survival is improved. 5) The

farmers should be adviced to adopt cooperative actions to heighten bargaining power as well

as value—added processing. 6) Agricultural workers should pay regular visit to the kapok
farmers to provide appropriate advices and exchange views and experiences. 7) The farmers
should be provided regularly with the knowledge related to Kapok production. 8) Campaign
should be organized by related government agencies to promote kapok cultivation and use
of commodities derived from kapok. 9) Appropriate actions should'be taken to turn the

farmer’s attitudes towards commercial cultivation of kapok rather than domestic purposes.





