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It is widely known that nurses, as health care provider, work most closely with their
patients than any other profession. Therefore, nurses must be concerned with patient’s rights,
whether directly or indirectly. Nurses are often the important one to protect or infringe upon
these rights. The purpose of this descriptive study was to examine nursing activities regarding
patient’s rights among professional nurses in Suan Prung Psychiatric Hospital, Chiang Mai
Province. Population included 28 professional nurses from out-patient department, out-patient
clinic and psychiatric emergency clinic of Suan Prung Psychiatric Hospital between March to
April 2005. Reseach instrument included the Observational Form of nursing activities regarding
patient’s rights which developed from the Nursing Activities Regarding Patient’s Rights
Questionnaire developed by Kunlayanee Kaukoprom (2000). Interrater reliability of observation

was 0.94. Data were analyzed using descriptive statistics.

The results revealed that professional nurses in Suan Prung Psychiatric Hospital had
the total score of the Nursing Activities Regarding Patient’s Rights at 79.57 %. Considering each
aspect, it was found that the rights regarding recciving health care services was 95.54 %,
the rights regarding accessing information was 70.74 %, the rights regarding making decision
in treatment was 61.71 %, and the rights regarding privacy was 87.97 %.

The results could be used to plan and develop activities for encouraging nurses to be
aware and pay attention to nursing activities regarding patient’s rights during their nursing

practices.





