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The Malaysian plural state is nation-state of ethnic diversity. Therefore, the Federation
| realized the necessity of integration under a discourse of “unity in diversity”.
| This research firstly focuses to investigate national integration processes that took place
between 1971 and 2006 after the Federation of Malaysié established herself as a nation-state. The
new country, which was constituted of diverse ethnic groups, required a number of meéhaﬁisms
to create unity and harmony of both large and small ethnic groups. Secondly, to analyze the
effects of the national integration processes on the Siamese ethnic group in terms of economy,
society, politics and identity, including its response to above policies.

The results of the study show the principal integration processes that were employed by
the Federation as tools toward unity in diversity. First, ethnic Malay values, language and
symbols were constituted as national ones, through the national language, educational system etc.
Second, there was a discourse of economic partnership which emphasized and justified the
constitutional . connection ‘between ethnic groups. Finally, the category of “Bumiputera”
(indigenous people including Siamese ) was defined to mean ethnic Malays, and used to édvancé
this group in civil economic and political rights more and more, especially through agricultural

land development assistance. However, the Siamese have not only accepted the effects of national

integration processes but they have also opened their own special educational and cultural space

as well as developed various other waysvfor keepihg their own identity.





