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Work safety behavior is a significant factor for work related injuries prevention among
construction workers. The main purpose of this descriptive study was to examine the rate of work
related injuries and work safety behaviors among 187 construction workers in Chiangmai
Province. Data collection was conducted during June to July, 2009. The research instrument was
an interview form developed by the researcher based on literature review, consisting of three
main parts: personal data, work related injuries, and work safety behaviors. A panel of experts
confirmed the content validity of the instrument and its content validity index was .96. The
reliability was also tested using Cronbach’s alpha coefficient and its value either total or each
aspect of work safety behaviors was at an acceptable level (.71 - .82). Data analysis was
performed using descriptive statistics.

The main results revealed that during the past one year, all sample had work related
- injuries. The frequency of such injuries occurred between 2 - 9 times (X = 3.3, S.D. = 1.3).
Considering work safety behaviors, it was found that 55.6% of the sample had such total work
safety behaviors at an appropriate level. Considering each aspect of work safety behaviors, 56.7%
of the sample had general health prqtecting behaviors at an inappropriate level. Fifty four point
five percent of the sample had health protecting behaviors from work of using personal protective
equipment at an appropriate level, while 51.9% of the sample had health protecting behaviors
from work of practicing work safety standard at an inappropriate level.

The findings of this study indicate that occupational health nurses and other related
health team should place a great importance on preventing and reducing the rate of work related
injuries by promoting the construction workers having work safety behaviors. These include
general health protecting behaviors and health protecting behaviors from work, particularly using
personal protective equipment and following standard work practices in order to prevent or

reduce the risk of work related injuries among construction workers.





