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Abstract
TE 163528

The objective of this research is to investigate the current situation of electronic information
resources acquisition and it’s problems in 6 university libraries in northeastern region. Case study
technique was employed to use in the study . Data collection was done through an interview and
analysis of related documents. Key informants included library administrators, librarians and officers who
have been responsibility in the acquisition of electronic information resources. The qualitative data were
analyzed, interpreted, summarized, and presented in narrative form, while small scale quantitative data
was analyzed in terms of frequency and percentage. A research results are as follows:

With respect to the current situation of electronic information resource acquisition, it was found
that every university library has recognized the electronic information resources as one of the important
library resources. Government universities normally have established policy o’n electronic information
resource acquisition, private universities do not have a definite acquisition policy. However, they can
acquired them with the approval of the university presidents. Mainly university have detined budger for
acquisition electronic information resources. Generally the électronic information resources in the
libraries can be classified into 2 types. The one includes electronic information resources produced by
the libraries, most of them are full text databases and bibliography databases. The other are electronic
information which are subscribe/acquired by the libraries, these include reference databases, electronic
journals and periodicals, electronic books, and other forms such as VCD, DVD, etc. Since electronic
information resource is expensive, government and private university libraries normally subscribe the
resources through 2 channels: individually subscribing by each library and subscription through the
library consortium or library network. There are 3 library networks that the libraries are members
including ThaiLIS, PULINET and Information Unit Working Group of University Libraries. All
government and private university libraries have appointed persons to be directly responsible for
acquisition of electronic information resources. These persons are knowledgeable not only in information
technology application is to information management, but also in computer programming and database
management.

The common problem in electronic information resources acquisition is insufficient budget
support, since this kind of library resource has high price. The other problem is: insufficient is library
staff who are responsible for electronic information resources acquisition have insufficient knowledge in
electronic information resources and vendors or suppliers. The problem related acquisition policy are

mostly occurred in private university libraries.





