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Human excreta management (HEM) is a serious sanitation promblem in most of
cities in developing cuntries. Diarrhoea occurred world-wide. It was most commonly
caused by gastrointestinal infections which killed many people globally each year in
developing countries. Water contaminated with human excreta for example from septic
tanks and latrines is of special concern. The study aimed to explore the situation of
municipal HEM in North-East of Thailand which covered all 19 provinces. Qualitative and
quantitative methods were conducted and used in 46 municipalities composing of 4 city
municipalities, 25 town municipalities and 17 sub-district municipalities. The results
indicated that most of municipalities (97.83%) had role and legal for management of
human excreta but they did not have any apparent policy relatea. The municipalities had
vacuum trucks by 13.04% of municipalities’ authorities, 78.26% had licensing private
enterprises and 8.709% had no licensing private enterprises. The most of vacuum trucks did
not pertinent to the regulation guideline of Public Health Act B.E.2535 such as vacuum
trucks were very old, truck container leak, did not appear the word of “vacuum truck, name
and telephone of the owner and the certificate license” beside of the vacuum truck. The
most of municipalities allowed 58.69% of individual licenses of collectors, 32.61% of
concession, and 8.70% had no license of collectors. All municipalities had only 26.08%
appropriate disposal site. Almost of disposal sites were anaerobic digestion reactor of 28
days model. Only 4.34% of disposal sites were able to use in practicality but almost of
them could not be use because of long distance to transfer, lacking of maintenance, or
inappropriate treatment system or model. Other municipalities having no disposal system
took them into publié land, grassland, orchard and rice fields with or without permission
from the owner. Thus, having no disposal system and untreated human excreta were
transferred to the environment. They might impact direct or indirect to human health.
Therefore, it is necessary for related organizations to specify HEM to be -‘rapid
responsibility, set to be a nation issue for policy and conduct a study to identify an

appropriate model for specific area and density of population.





