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Vi-Set-Chaichan, Ang Thong Province is the selected area to study hybrid
catfish farm business. The objective is to study catfish farmer’s production,
marketing, cost and advantage, and the operation problems.

The sampleS—‘wéré 73.33% of male and of 26.67% female at the average age
48.87 years olds, education means grade 4 (83.34%). Average persons in family is
4.16 persons, who are the worker too (no need to hire other workers). In the past ten
years, hybrid catfish farm business is increasing both amount of farm and area.

With regards to the production, the catfish farmer who feed by 800 - 1,600
m”® with 2 m. depth about 56.67% of total catfish farmer. Stocking density 55.34
fish/m*> . Average feeding period 110 days, fish body weight 100 - 350 g./fish,
survival rate 63.55%. Farming 2 - 3 times a year. Feed with rice bran mix some meat
and instant feeding food. Average feed conversion rate 1.52. If there’s cheaper and
higher feed conversion rate feeding food, the farmer would have more return. The
farmer treated fish disease by theniselves.

 The marketing 90% of farm deal in lot with the dealer. 73.33% of farm use
dealer’s worker to catch and select size of fish. 55% is 250 g. body weight fish and
35% is 150 g. body weight fish. The payment will pay in due date, less all crédit
expense (such as cost of fry, feeding food, etc.) and in dealers own setting price.

Cost and advantage per 1,600 m pond with 2 m depth with 88,544 fry. The
main cost is feeding food 75.03% and fry 11.32% of total cost. Feeding period 110 days

per pond. With 232,920.58 baht variable cost and 1,673.35 baht fixed cost. Totally,
234,593.93 baht cost per time. That has 11,533.49 kg. The total advantage is
280,989.95 bath and net profit is 56,396.02 bath.

The shortage of capital money, increasing cost of feeding food are very
expensive (because of bird disease), petroleum fuels and the difficult in finding high
quality fry are all important operation problems in row. The low setting price by
dealer, substifution of another kind of fish and the fluctuate of product price are also

important for marketing problems, too.





