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ABSTRACT
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The purpcse of this research was to classify the provinces in Thailand as agricultural
cooperative data. Classification was based on 16 variables which were listed in the report on
operations and financial status of Cooperative Auditing Department, Ministry of Agriculture and
Cooperatives in the year 2003. Cluster analysis was used to classify 76 provinces. Subsequently,
discriminant analysis was used to assess the classification. The classification considered
separately in 2 cases: actual value, and ratio value. The research results were summarized as
follows:

1. In actual value case, four clusters were selected for the final classification. The first
three clusters had 1 province: Nakhonrachasima province, Rachaburi province, and Suratthani
province. The fourth cluster had the rest 73 provinces.

2. In ratio value case, six clusters were selected for the final classification. The first five
clusters had 1 province: Rachaburi province, Sa kaeo province, Suratthani province, Nonthaburi
province, and Aangthong province. The sixth cluster had the rest 71 provinces.

In above each case, discriminant analysis: direct method and stepwise procedures, were

utilized using the results of cluster analysis. Both methods could predict correctly 100%.



