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Abstract
TE164400

The objective of this research was to investigate the natural clustering for quality of life
of provinces in the northeastern region by using basic minimum needs data in yearly 2002. Basic
minimum needs data, which is currently used, for rural areas during a period of the Ninth
National Economic and Social Development Plan (2002-2006) comprises of 37 indicators that
divided into 6 aspects: health (11 indicators), dwelling (8 indicators), education (6 indicators),
income (3 indicators), ethics (5 indicators) and participation (4 indicators). All data collected by
Rural Development Information Center of the Community Development Department, Ministry of
Interior, Thailand. The cluster analysis and discriminant analysis, which are the multivariate
techniques, were used to analyse data in this research. The research results were as follow:

In health, dwelling, education and ethics aspect two clusters were selected. In another
aspect, income and participation, three clusters were selected. It was found that the first cluster
had minimum mean in many indicators in all aspects. When consider the provinces in
northeastern, Mukdahan is the only province that was classified in the first cluster. So this
province and the provinces in the first cluster in all aspects should consider initially for develop
the quality of life.

In each above clusters, linear discriminant functions were formulated. They could predict

correctly 100%.





