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The main purposes of this study were to enlarge the number of chili farmers’
group network and to improve the performance quality of the farmer group network. In
addition, the role of chili production in social and economic situations of Chaiyaphum
province was carried out. The participatory action research (PAR) was applied in this
study.

Results showed that the number of farmers, who willing to join into fhe
farmers’ group, was increased from fifty nine farmers to two hundred and twenty four
farmers in 2008. The hundred and sixty three farmers were keen to apply for Good
Agricultural Practice (GAP) or Q certification. However, only eighty six percent has
been the Q certified. One major constraint on the expansion of GAP chili production
area is suitable environment, namely soil fertility and water supply, particularly in dry
season. Increasing in chili productivity and quality standard of fresh chili, farmer
should grow chili no more than one rai in dry season and no more than three rais in
rainy season. Because of chili production requires intensive farming practice.

Furthermore, the results of this study showed that many chili farmers are
willing to participate in the GAP group and establishing a group, the number of farmer
in each group should be at least twenty persons.

The results also showed that share of chili production in the Chaiyaphum’s
gross provincial products (GPP) was around one billion baht, and the employment
impact was about three to five hundred million baht in the province. The policy makers
and the respective organizations of Chaiyaphum province have generated and

developed chili supply chain and value chain.





