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Abstract
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The study was to evaluate the psychometric properties of the Moral Competence
Scale (MCS). The MCS was developed for measuring moral competence in nursing practice
based upon Thai values and culture. The MCS includes three scenarios each with a set of
20-23 questions on a five-point scale. All scenarios present ethical issues in nursing practice.
Content Validity Index (CVI) of the MCS with 65 items was .88. The MCS was administered to
163 nursing students. To identify construct validity, Explaratory factory analysis resulted in 43
items, which were clustered into eight components for all three scenarios. The components
were to represent moral competence since their internal consistency reliabilities ranged from
.72 to .86 and each component consisted of at least four items. However, each component
reflects different aspect of moral competence based on ethical issues of its scenario and
attributes of moral competence underpinning its items. The alpha coefficients of three
Scenarios ranged from .86 to .92, and that of the total MCS was .92. According to its
psychometric properties, the MCS has been accepted as a valid and reliable scale and
Considered appropriate for measuring the concept of moral competence in nursing practice

among Thai nursing students.





