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Development of a Teaching Model for Child Care Centers under Local
Government Organization : Practices of Local Wisdom
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ABSTRACT

The objectives of the research were to analyze instructional conditions of child care centers
under the local government organization in Maha Sarakham Province, and to develop an instructional
model for child care centers by using local wisdom. The study was divided into 3 phases: Phase I: Need
Analysis comprising 1) analysis of instructional management, 2) organizing meetings to brain storm
opinions regarding instructional problems and needs of child care centers, and 3) focus-group
discussion for problem analysis and seeking an efficient instructional model. Analyses revealed
problems regarding administration, buildings, services, personnel, budgets and management. With
regard to the instructional model, it was concluded that the teaching materials should be made from
local natural materials; activities on local special days should be organized, and these should involve
the community. Phase Il: Instructional Design and Development that consisted of principles of
instructional model development, learning contents, learning experience management, and child
development evaluation. Evaluation of the instructional model revealed that its appropriateness was
found at the highest level. Phase IlI: Try-out of the Model and Dissemination by using the instructional
model with a training workshop for 150 caretakers, before it was later used in an experiment with a
group of pre-school children. Findings indicated that the average levels of the children’s development
before and after learning with the instructional model were significantly different at the .01 level. The
model was later introduced to other child care centers, and it was found that the average opinion of the
caretakers on the model was very high. Then a training on “Childhood Development with Local Wisdom”
was organized for the parents, and the results showed that the parents gained more knowledge on
raising children with local wisdom, which they would further apply in raising their own children at home.

Keywords : Instructional Model, Child Care Center, Local Wisdom
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