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The objectives of this qualitative research were to study the traditional health care beliefs
in a rural community, and the ritual rites that function to transfer such beliefs in the community.
The researcher collected data from the key informants, such as the local traditional medicinal
doctors, community members, and those people with cxperiences in their medicinal and
traditional treatments. The researcher used participant observations, in-depth interviews, and
participation with the groups’ ritual ceremonies. The collected data were examined, then,
identified according to the issues, grouped for further analyses according to the research’s
conceptual framework, and, finally, descriptively presented.

The research results were as follows.

The traditional health care in the community has been transferred through various
generations long time ago. Various ritual rites were such as grandparents’ spirits’ respect paying
rites and long live ceremony for instance. Those ritual rites functioned as the transferring media
of belief in various relationship systems such the human and human relationship, including
human and super-natural object relationship.

The traditional health care ritual rite was an alternative treatment of the community to
cure the patients. It has been transferred from the community ancestors continuously as the
community cultural mechanism, which was the traditional, norms and moral processes of the
community. They determined the behavior framework of the people, and expected their ways of
living. The community created many transferring patterns such as narration, demonstrations,
participating in the patients’ treatment ritual rites for instance. Such transferring patterns could be
found elsewhere at the community level such as the sprits’ respect paying and religious
ceremonies. They could be found at the traditional medicinal doctors® level and patients and their
cousin level in the diagnosis and treatment processes. Those patterns were the ways to convey the
required contents to those people who wanted to leam. Such patterns were the attempt to build
any symbol and rules relying on times, and the transferring situations in order to make the next
generations to see the significance of ritual rites. That was another way to show the meanings of
the belief system, and to fortify them to accept the beliefs. That way had an effect toward the new
generations’ positive or negative acceptances of the beliefs. Simultaneously, the transferring

process created the value system in various dimensions such as the recipients, contents and

methods responding to the people in a society.





