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ABSTRACT

This survey research had the following objectives: firstly, to study the factors affecting the
readiness of the rural and urban community funds for a transformation into a community financial
institution; secondly, to study the level of the members’ participation, problems and suggestions
concerning the readiness of the rural and urban community funds for a transformation into a community
financial institution in Borabue District, Maha Sarakham Province. Using a questionnaire, the data were
collected from a sample of 355 committee members of the rural and urban community funds who were
chosen through stratified random sampling. The analysis of data employed basic statistics which included
frequency, percentage mean, and standard deviation. Primary data analyses were carried out. They
included a factor analysis, an analysis of instrument reliability, a normal distribution of the data, relations
of variables, and an analysis using multiple regression to find the value of the co-efficient.

The results of the research are as follows:

1. The committee members of the rural and urban community funds saw that the factor of
chairman’s leadership, the factor of learning atmosphere of the fund, the factor of member’s participation,
and the factor of member’s occupation promotion were related to the readiness of the funds for a
transformation into a community financial institution. All these factors affected the funds positively with
statistical significance. The factor of chairman’s leadership, the factor of learning atmosphere of the fund,
the factor of member’s participation, and the factor of member’s occupation promotion were related to
sustainable self-reliance. The factor of learning atmosphere of the fund, the factor of member’s
participation, and the factor of member’s occupation promotion were related to the variety of financial
service to the community. The factor of chairman’s leadership, the factor of learning atmosphere of the
fund, the factor of policy and dividends, the factor of member’s participation, and the factor of member’s
occupation promotion were related to expansion of opportunity to access and to give financial service to

the poor.
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2. The level of the members’ participation in the rural and urban community funds was found in
the high level.

3. The problems include: the deficit resulting from the execution of the funds; the incomes of the
group members or the fund members were so little; and the funds had not been secure financial
institutions. The suggestions concerning the transformation of the funds into a community financial
institution include: the government should listen to the chairmen’s opinions and support them to take up
the role of creating learning atmosphere in the community on the matter of fund administration, and to
take up the role of encouraging the fund members to participate in all activities relating to the fund;

government agencies such as banks and district community development officer should promote the

occupations of the members of the rural and urban community funds.

Keywords : the Readiness of the Fund, the Rural and Urban Community Funds, Community

Financial Institution.
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