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Are-Thit Posrithong 2551: Khawn Fawn Khaen : The Performing Arts of Thai Song
Dum in Suphan Buri Province. Master of Arts (Ethnomusicology), Major Field:
Ethnomusicology, Department of Communication Art. Thesis Advisor: Associate

Professor Panya Roongruang, Ph.D. 170 pages.

The research of the Khawn Fawn Khaen: The Performing Arts of Thai Song Dum in
Suphan Buri Province was qualitative research. The methods used in this ethnomusicological
research were studying related documents and collecting data from field work. The period of
study started from October 2006 to October 2007. The purpose of this research was to study the
way of life, cultural and traditional khawn fawn khaen in order to preserve cultural heritage of
Thai Song Dam’s khawn fawn khaen in order to preserve cultural heritage of the Thai Song

Dum pe;)ple in Suphan Buri province.

The result of the research revealed that most of the Thai Song Dum people in Suphan
Buri province were the group of people immigrating from Phetchaburi province to seek for a
new cultivated arca. At the time when the Thai Song Dum had settled down, they still preserved
their own cultures in all aspects. With time and development of technology, their tradition has
changed. One of the important changes is the tradition of khawn fawn khaen or in gon. In the
past, khawn fawn khaen was the tradition for young male and female teenagers to meet each
other. This traditional plat consisted of 3 steps: Step 1) invitation to the khawn play and its
acceptance. Step 2) throwing the kkawn ball. The lead singers of both male and female groups
alternately sang while throwing the ball. This signified courting. Step 3) opportunity for male
and female players to talk privately, followed by fawn khaen which was a traditional dance
inherited from the past to the present. Fawn khaen was a kind of dance accompanied khaen
music performed by village musician. At present, step 1 and 3 of the Khawn Fawn Khaen has

disappeared. Only step 2 of throwing the khawn ball and performing fawn khaen still remained.
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