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Ratthapon Gorteratada 2008: The Economic Changes in Nakhon Chaisi, A.D. 1896-1926.
Master of Arts (History), Major Field: History, Department of History. Thesis Advisor:

Associate Professor Puangphet Suratanakavikul, M.A. 262 pages.

This research had the purpose to understand the background and to study about the government’s
economic and political policy towards Nakhon Chaisi City from 1896-1926 in order to understand the effects
of its economic and social changes. The research result found that the causes of the economic change came
from Nakhon Chaisi City’s economic basis causing from the result of Bowring Treaty in 1855 and the treaty
of guarantee the interests of Tha Chin River Basin in the central region of Thailand between Britain and
France in 1896. As the result of these causes, Nakhon Chaisi City sustained its status as the country’s

important sources of rice cultivation and had been greatly expanded.

From the result of the growth of rice trading market in the country during 1896-1910, the public
sector attempted to apply the economic policies towards Nakhon Chaisi in many aspects, namely the security,
taxation and the infrastructures for developing Nakhon Chaisi and solving the economic problems of this city
on continuous basis in the reign of Rama V. Meanwhile Nakhon Chaisi City has been initiated to perform the
administrative reform process in the form of the lieutenant governor of the circle of provinces in 1895 and the
tax policy was introduced by the government in controlling the important business sector as to prevent the
revenue earned by the government from being subsided. From the time being, the infrastructure development
policy was in.mduced for the economic development and the canal maintenance in order to expand rice field
areas and construction of Phetchaburi railway from 1896 - 1910 was resulted in the continuous economic

expansion in terms of production and trading.

Until later during 1910-1926 rice field areas development through the canal maintenance started to
be terminated. The administrative center was moved from Nakhon Chaisi to Phra Prathom District during
1910 - 1917 and there were several economic crises occurred frequently, therefore, the solution of economic
problem was by increasing the tax payment coupled with the abolishment of gambling tax and the reduction
of the water source maintenance costs. It was concluded that the trends of the economic development from
1896 to 1910 and from 1910 to 1926 were different by comparison and was resulted in the non-continuity of
the economic problem solution. Several economic and social effects towards people remained to wait at all

time for the government’s support.
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