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The purpose of this study was to detect of bacteria in ready cooked foods at canteens in a
public hospital. The population in this study were ready cooked foods by different cooking
methods, namely stir-fry dishes, boiling dishes, curries dishes and salads. Samples were collected
two times during 25" January to 20" February, 2008 from 6 food shops. There were 51 ready
cooked foods. In this study, the method for determining Escherichia coli (E.coli) in the samples
was MPN method (Most Probable Number). It is a standard method of the Department of Medical
Science, Ministry of Public Health, Thailand. The data were analyzed by percentage.

The results showed that Escherichia coli (E.coli) were found in 4 of 51 ready cooked
foods (7.84%). Regarding the observation of food handlers behavior, it was found that some of

them did not practice followed the rules of food sanitation.





