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ABSTRACT

The objective of this research was to analyze and compare the pronunciation variation of /v/ in
syllable- initial position and syllable-final position of English words of Thai students with different English-
language experience and different pronunciation styles. Moreover, this research was to study the
relationship between the variation of /v/ and the social variables: styles and English-language experience.
The sample subjects were twenty freshmen female students in English major at Faculty of Humanities,
Naresuan University. They were divided into two groups; group 1 consisted of ten students with more
English-language experience, and other consisted of ten students with less English-language experience.
The data were collected by an informal interview, formal reading aloud of passages and minimal pair
reading.

The findings indicated that there were only ten types of pronunciation of /v/ and the most five
frequent types of pronunciation of /v/ were [v], [w], [f], [p] and [u] respectively and the five least frequent
types were [t], [b], [d], [s] and [ft] respectively. In regard to the frequencies, it indicated that the frequency
of all types was less than 1 percent. Regarding the positions, [w] and [b] were found only in initial position,
but [p], [Ul, [t], [d], [s] and [ft] occurred only in final position. The finding revealed that the variation of /v/
was significantly related to the social variables. The analysis also showed that there was a significant
relationship between the variation of /v/ in English words and two social variables. The results revealed
that the students with more English-language experience pronounced [v] more frequently in a formal
situation than the ones with less English-language experience. Therefore, all the results supported the
research hypothesis.

Keywords : Variation, English, Pronunciation Style, English-Language Experience
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