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Abstract 910569
The purpose of this study was to determine infection prevention practice and problems in

this practice among dental personnel. The population was 164 dental personnel at the Faculty of

Dentistry, Chiang Mai University. The study was conducted between February and August 2008. Data

were collected using self — administered questionnaires developed by the researcher. The response

rate was 95.55%

The results indicated that the annual physical examination of most subjects (84.2 %)

included blood testing and 75 % had a general physical examination. The dental personnel had had
needle stick /sharp instrument injuries (64.5 %}, most of which (26.3 %) happened during
preparation for cleaning procedures . Dental personnel took care of patients with AIDS (78.3 %)

Hepatitis B (68.4 %) and Herpes simplex {(57.9 %) . Vaccinations received included Hepatitis B vaccine

(19.7 %) and Tetanus toxoid (15.1 %}. Most dental personnel used protective barriers , especially
gloves (86.9 %), and masks (80.9 %) and used at least a face shield (32.9 %) . Many dental personnel
(30.9 %) usually recapped needles by hand, placing themselves at high risk for needle stick injury.

Less than a quarter (24.3 %) of dental personnel usually reported an accident while working to their

supervisors.





