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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research are 1) to study the roles of local administration organization in
reinforcing community strength, and 2) to collect and process data on living in accordance with the
Sufficiency Economy among residents of Na-ku Sub-district Municipality. Subjects for this study were
residents of Na-ku Sub-district Municipality, Na-ku District, Kalasin Province, selected through cluster
random sampling and purposive random sampling. Data were collected through observation,
questionnaire, and in-depth interview.

The results of the study are as follow :

1) The Na-ku Local Administration Organization has a central role in reinforcing community
strength covering various aspects. Members of this local administration organization have confidence in
their potential and are ready to cooperate and take action in solving their own problems as well as those
of the community. They continuously learn and participate in community process under organizational
leadership and support, with conscience and awareness in conservation of valuable local culture and
tradition. Their expression regarding unity is the most significant issue for reinforcement of community
strength. Another factor that helps increase community stability is encouraging community’s or folks’
way of life based on the Sufficiency Economy. 2) The individuals selected from each sector are role
models of living under the Sufficiency Economy. Those from different occupations also share common
way of life based on Buddhist principles, utilizing logical thinking process or rationale. 3) It is also found
that subjects place high importance on customs, traditions and living under mutual social respect.; their
social system is still similar to that of family relations, valuing family love and warmth. 4) With regard to
economy, community trade is their next priority., with emphasis on local raw materials produced within
their community, such as rice of high quantity and quality which brings in substantial community
revenue. And 5) regarding occupational clusters and OTOP groups, subjects express their needs for
further promotion and support in marketing.

Keywords : Roles, Local Administration Organization, Reinforcement of Community Strength,
Sufficiency Economy, Folks’ Way of Life
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