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This research is intended to explain the nature of social relations within the context of the pre-modern
state. It is also an explanation of the hinterland-state formation during pre-modern times. Such a formatiorj of the
state was related to the expansion of human settlements, from villages to towns, which was itself encouraged by
trade activities. Although the various trade networks might seem very chaotic/random, they constituted the most
crucial factor responsible for the concentration of both human and natural resources. The significance of trade
networks was well observed by all traditional states, which had limited control over manpower and taxes in kind.

The stronger ones, therefore, always tried to take control of important trade centers.

Sources of commodities, as well as types of commodities, buyers, and sellers which appeared in these
trade areas were all contributors in enforcing ethnic identities and the perception of such identities. Characteristics
of varfé)us ethnic groups were repeatedly presented through local tales and myths. This study also finds that trade
activities were part of every aspect of life. They could not be separated from social, cultural, economic and

political activities.

Nevertheless, the seemingly simple relations did not imply that the people in these areas were free from
violent change and social turbulence. Wars over human and natﬁ}al resources did occur several times, leading to
ressttlements, and reshuffling of trade networks between former homelands and new ones. Towards the end of the
19" century, colonial expansion also led to further expansion of economic activities, i.e. the importation of factory
goods, the increasing importance of money and market economy, the search for timber and mine concessions,
and the expansion of agricultural production, Such rapid changes became the source of conflicts over resource
management. In other words, they gave rise to the situation in which the Lanna elites were locked in conflicts of
interests among themselves. Finally the situation escalated into a conflict between Lanna and Siam, which ended
in the annexation of the former by the latter. It also marked the end of Lanna as a tributary state, and the

emergence of a modem state in Thailand.





