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Development of Isan Society during 24'"-25" Buddhist Centuries
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ABSTRACT
This research is a historical study of Isan social development during 24™-25™ Buddhist
Centuries. In the past, Isan or the Northeast of Thailand, was governed under the ‘Ayasi’, being
influenced by the Lanchang Empire; while Nakhon Ratchasima and other towns in Southern Isan were
influenced by the central government, and thus ruled by governors and town committees, similar to
those in the central area. Isan towns were related to the central government through presenting of

ABanizMIIARSUaESINANERS NN INENSuTTgImE I
Suduatiy 11 fgwien 2551 SURRNW 24 n3ngeal 2551



40 MIENINAIVNLNSUNTANMETNHN; 2530, T 2 aufl 2 - wasmaw - Fsvnas 2551

offerings or resources, mainly local wild products, besides recruitment of laborers and other special
drafting at wartime. An example of this was the French expansion into the Mekong region, prompting
His Majesty King Rama V to adjust the organizational structure of administration for closer government
by appointing his younger prince brother the royal governor acting for him. This led to reduction of local
rulers’ power while increasing the number of central government officials assigned with central
government policies for administration. This loss of administrative power of local rulers gradually led to
more resistance on their part. Apart from this, a change from the central government’s collecting of
offerings or resources to collecting monetary currency also made it more difficult for townspeople
because Isan was a society of little trade and minimal use of currency. Besides, there were usually
droughts throughout the area causing shortages of rice supply, followed by necessity to seek food
supplies elsewhere. This inevitably turned Isan into a society of mutual sharing and assistance.

Isan inhabitants mostly relied on farming and wild products, and for some, having to herd their
cattle for trade during the dry season. Meanwhile, there was an advent of the Kula ethnic group, coming
to Isan as traders of such products as gemstones, brass utensils, and ‘Kong’ (an ancient musical
instrument), etc. Another group coming to Isan at that time were the Chinese, especially when there
was a railway, making Nakhon Ratchasima the Trade Center with rice and pigs as the main exports to
the Central Region, while foreign goods were brought into the Isan area, increasingly connecting its
regional economy to that of the nation. People contacts and trade relations then began to exist and
flourish along the Mekong region, both in Cambodia and Laos, with Chiang Tang and Muang Kong
being two important duty ports, generating and extending trade to other border towns of Isan.

Key words : Social Development, Northeastern part of Thailand
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