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This thesis aims at studying the authorities and duties of the special investigation officers as
provided by the Act of Special Investigation B.E. 2547. This statute contains a large number of clauses
concerning the investigation of the special case. The main focus of this thesis is to analyze the authorities
and duties of the special investigation officers concerning with the protection of the rights and liberties of
the citizens, based the comparison with other state agents who possess similar authorities and duties
both in Thailand and foreign countries. The ultimate goal is to discover the balance between the crime

prevention and suppression and the success in protecting the citizens’ rights and liberties

The results of the research show that the clauses provide the special investigation officers with a
multitude of special authorities so as to ensure the maximum success in investigating certain kinds of
cases. The special authorities are similar to the legal provisions of drug prevention and suppression and
anti-money laundering laws. On the contrary, the Act of Special Investigation B.E. 2547 provides more
clauses concerning the protection of rights and liberties of the citizens. For instance, there are some
special measures to scrutinize the special investigation officer's performance both before and after the
exercise of the authorities. Also applied is the inter-disciplinary system that requires the involvement of
different agencies. For instance, the public prosecutors can get involved with the investigation in terms of
giving some suggestions or scrutinizing the evidence since the commencement of the case. These
measures not only increase the efficiency of the investigation, but also ensure the protection of the rights
and liberties of the citizens'. The researcher is of an opinion that these measures should be applied in the
investigation conducted by other state agents who possess similar authorities. Moreover, these measures
should be useful when applied in investigating usual criminal cases that contains severe penalty or
extremely complicated cases so as to ensure the maximum efficiency of success in protecting the

citizens’ rights and liberties.



